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the envious depended upon a last minute slip
occurring in his work, and they waited until the last
minute before committing themselves* At last
their hands were forced, and, in the hour of his suc-
cess, the shadows of scepticism drifted away, and
Ganga Ram stood unassailed in the full glory of a
well-completed task. Later he received a CLR in

recognition of his work,

*
*

On his return to the Punjab, a new situation
presented itself. His promotion to the grade of a
Superintending Engineer was due* and the authori-
ties were hesitating, " He was the best engineer
the Buildings and Roads Department possessed " says
The Journal of Indian Engineering w yet he was not
thought fit for promotion to the Superintending
Engineer's class. It was an extraordinary position,"

Truly enough, nobody in the whole cadre of
the Engineering Service was more fitted for pro*
motion. To deny that right to an engineer who
had started his career in Delhi under the Viceroy
was nothing shore of narrow-minded and race-
conscious bureaucracy. The Engineer who had won
the approbation of the highest Executive authority
in the land, and who had succeeded in satisfying the
fastidiousness of Lord Curron, could by no law of
justice he held back from taking his rightful pro-
motion. To debar him from climbing into a higher
rung of the service simply because he was tn Indian
was a situation which Ganga Ram, with his great
sense of national self-respect could never have